In recent years many workers have stressed the superiority of cultural methods over smear examinations in the diagnosis of gonorrhoea. McL,eod and others (1934) 
Desiccation is not in itself a process lethal to most bacteria. In fact freeze-drymg in vacuo is a recognised method for preserving bacteria. As Rahn (1945) Preliminary experiments showed that pH 7-4 was slightly preferable to pH 7-2 or 7-6, and 10%
Sorensen buffer was selected. The effect of salt in the medium, said by Wollstein (1907) 
METHODS.
Medium.
This was prepared in small lots ; 190 ml. of previously autoclaved 0 3% fibre agar in distilled water was melted in the steamer and 0'2 ml. of thioglycollic acid added. This was roughly neutralised with ^ NaOH and then 10 ml. of 20% sodium glycero-phosphate in distilled water was added along with 2 ml. of a 1% solution of calcium chloride.
After thorough mixing, the medium, while still hot, was titrated to pH 7 4 with ^ NaOH ; 0'4 ml. methylene blue (01% in water) was added, and the whole immediately distributed into round \ oz. screw cap ' Bijou ' bottles, about 7 ml. in each. The bottles were sterilised for 1 hour in the steamer. On removal one or two bottles were used to fill up the remainder, so that each bottle contained a quantity of medium sufficient to ensure its being full when the swab was added.
The caps were then screwed down firmly and the bottles labelled with the batch number. Specimen taking. The local area was cleansed with dry swabs, and the material, pus or serous exudate, was taken on the swab which was immediately plunged into the bottle to about three-quarters of its depth. The top of the stick was cut off with scissors, and the cap screwed down firmly. The specimen was then kept at room temperature until it could conveniently be brought to the laboratory from the clinic, or in a few instances it was packed up and posted. Smears were made at the same time and examined in the clinic or occasionally sent in to the laboratory where they were examined independently by an experienced worker, Culture. Since the method was largely experimental, various combinations of culture media were tried. The meat extract agar described by McL,eod et al. was selected as the basis for all media.
Usually one unheated and one heated horseblood agar plate was used for each specimen. The swab was removed from the bottle with a Spencer Wells forceps and, in the majority of the casas reported here, was rubbed directly on to a quadrant of a four-inch culture plate. The material was then distributed over the plate according to the technique of Morton and Leberman.
In a few of the recent examinations the swab material was suspended in 0'2 ml. of peptone water and then distributed-to the culture plates by pipette before being spread out. Culture plates were incubated at 36?C. in tins containing approximately 10 per cent. CO? produced by a calculated weight of marble dropped into a small container of 20 per cent HC1. within the tin just before the lid was put on.
Reports. A preliminary report on the smear, if examined in the laboratory, was issued within 24 hours. In many acute cases culture reports could be issued at the same time, but in most specimens from chronic cases or for test of cure, cultures were incubated for 48 hours before final examination.
A positive report was based on colony morphology, a positive oxidase test and typical microscopic findings. Later, confirmatory fermentation tests were carried out in most cases, and in all doubtful cases.
RESULTS.
The important question whether bacteria other than gonococci would multiply in this apparently non-nutrient medium was answered by repeated culture of the first few specimens received. (Fig. 1.) 
